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This material is too easily dissolved to make it the most advis-
able where other material can be procured at reasonable prices.
Moreover, if limestone is crushed and then screened to grade it
into particles of various sizes, the finer particles obtained are apt
to be composed of softer and more perishable parts of the rock,
and they undergo more rapid decomposition when exposed to
water. However, it is not necessary to use the dirt or fine stone
screened out when the rock is crushed.
In June, 1906, it being intended to enlarge Fort Leaven-
worth from a Post of 4000 to one of 6000 persons, bids were
asked for the enlargement of the sewage purification works,
with modifications. The lowest bid received was in the neigh-
borhood of $50,000 (the original plant with crematory costing
only $47,000), and the work was not let. The unaltered plant
operated throughout the summer without causing complaints,
and in March, 1907, work of overhauling the filter beds by
prison labor was commenced.
Fort Leavenworth Sub-System. At Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas, a few houses are so located that the sewage from them
cannot run into the main sewer, and it is collected in a small
sewer and conveyed to a small purification plant on the bank of
the Missouri River.
This plant was completed, with the exception of a dipping
and dosing pan, at the time the writer was called upon to take
charge of the work. It was completed according to the original
plan, and subsequently modified, to overcome defects.
The works consisted of a septic tank, an upward anaerobic
filter, an aerating chamber, a dipping and closing tank, and two
aerobic percolating filter and contact beds, in combination with
an open intermittent sand filter. After operating for several
months, the sand filter became clogged and refused to take
the sewage, the enclosed aerobic filter became anaerobic from
lack of air supply, and the anaerobic filter clogged and caused